














wadays He had forgotten just
the children could pla~ :~e game~ such as "Dare Base,"
how they"playe~ some ~ Wicket" but he could remember
"poison, and 'Drop ~S:eal Sticks," "Beckon," "Kick the
some of the otters, h R k" He closed his eyes for a
Can," and ''D~ck on

h
t: ~~uid hear the happy laughter of

moment thinkIng t at e
the children as they played.

He remembered the time that two of the girls in the
I i that circle game where each one runs

~amily were ~tayd~~ection and tries to beat the other one
10 the oppOSl e . I H mb red
back to the empty space in the ClrC e. e r~me e
that it was getting dark and the gir~s were In so much
of a hurry that they bumped head on Into each o~her.
They hit so hard that one of them had to have flVe
stitches taken in her forehead.

He thought of the ice cream socials with all that
delicious ice cream made with rea 1 cream from re a I cows.
"Now," he thought, "there are so many kinds of ice cream
to buy. Even the Good Humor man goes by the house every
day so that it is not a treat any more." He remembered
the g8118s the children played in the house, Dominoes,
Flinch, uthors, Checkers, Croquinole and Anagrams. He
rellllllbered how good SOllIe of the children became at Ana­
grallS. They often said that the game helped out their
spelling grade at school. He thought of the many hours
that the IIOther 11 the f811111 had read to the children
and he felt ad for a IIOIIent to think that the
tele ision, the lIIO'fie a d radio had spoiled all that.
Then he rnellbered how maeh more tbe children could
learn if they tc ed the best programs and he sa id to
himself, ....y ou d anyone be sad when new things
COllie ato e1 a 1 important. We just have to
lear to ea '"' tlleml"

sang, and the younger one played the .
than all the old radio programs 1 've plano it was better

ever heard."

The old house breathed a deep sigh to th' k
things that had happened. But he said t ~~ of all the
should I be thinking of all th;se old thi~ sl::elf, ::w'ty
And he knew the answer. Tonight is my las~ . ray?
morrow I will be going away and soon I will beDlg t. To-

t h h h f replacedw t many ot er ouses or many other families. His
friend ~ the orchard, had long since been turned over
into fIelds of tomatoes and cucumbers. He knew that this
was his last day to stand prOUdly and tall and to look
over the country he knew so well but the one, too, in
which so man~ changes had taken place that he sometimes
thought he dIdn't know it at all.

And then he thought, "1 have been close to the end
before. I nearly saw my own doom many years ago." He
remembered when the grandchildren first were allowed to
go into the attic to play. They put all the old papers
Into little piles on the floor and lit them. He remem­
bered how frightened he was and how he hoped someone

uid discover these fires before he was burned so badly
t at he couldn't hold out any longer. When the girls
came home from school and saw the smoke pouring out of

e attic windows and called to the men in the orchard
o come and help, how grateful he was. It was a surprise

watch the piles of burning paper floating out the attic
s which he had used for his eyes for I118ny a day.

s glad the men were so quick and saved his sight for
scenes in Chula Vista.

again he thought, ''HOIf I wish someone else had
qUick when one of the older boys in the falllily

fOlDing in the ocean at Imperial Beach and didn't
He thought of the rip tides at the beach and

erous they were and of how the happiness of the
ed when the body of the boy was brought hOE.

ad that nowadays they have lifeguards at ~~~
o that other famiUes would Dot have to Stu er
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orchard they chased them shouting with 11
At that moment, the real bride and roo: ~heir II1ght.
out the front door, got into a waitrn qUIetly walked
The chasers were disappointed to findgt~ar and drove offl
the bridesmaid and the best man instead ~~ ~:ey had caught
couple I e wedded

1

~e thought of other weddings, births and deaths in
famIly and he knew that because of them 11'f the

f 1 h h · e went on and
he e t t at e had gIven something to present-day Chula
Vista, He knew, th~t the she ltering arms and the warm
fires of love WI ~hln the house had given the children of
the next generat~o~ strength. He knew also that the
c~ur~ge ~nd stabll1ty of the young couple who had lived
wlthln hIS walls and had become first parents, then grand­
parents, and then great-grandparents had not been lost
that through them the values of the culture and the ti~
would be forever carried on I And he closed the windows
of his eyes without fear of the future, knowing that he
bad done weIll

d He thought also of the other
as bis family bafd i~ne~hiCh followed soon after.
tngedy in the am Y

h more the doctors know now than
He tbought of h~: :~ sure that had the middle girl

they knew then. 'ldren of today are treated she would
been treated a; ChIthe blood poisoning. He was glad that
not have died rom so that other families would not
doctors ~nowh~~~e:ow He thought of the bravery of the
lose the ~ cf \er f~ith in God which seemed to deepen
motber an to dy He hoped that he could face thingswith every rage •
as bravely as she did.

He thought, '''here is always something to b~ happy
b t" and he remembered the fun of the weddIngs and

:e~:piions held in the home. He chuckled out loud when
he thought of the trick a special bride and groom played
on tbe guests as they tried to steal out of ~he ho~se

after the reception. He remembered how diffICUlt It was
to get away from a honeymoon in those ~ays. People m~de

so much of weddings and played such tricks on the brIde
and groOll that to get .rried and to get away safely was
a problem. But this bride and groom really fooled the
people aDd were the yo g men in the fami ly mad I


