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identity as treated sewage. The water at San Vicente Reservoir would then be
submitted to normal water filtration and treatment before entering the water
system for use by city customers. Unfortunately, human nature being what it
is, the project was cancelled after being tagged by the inaccurate sobriquet
"Toilet to Tap Program." The concept will most likely be revisited in the
future as water supplies become more stressed by the many uses and
growing populations. San Diego's idea is not unlike the task that cities along
major rivers like the Mississippi River are faced with when water flowing south
is reused many times by successive municipalities.

As the population of California continues to increase by leaps and
bounds, water supplies will continue to be strained by droughts, population
growth, environmental restrictions and adjudication of water rights between
municipal, industrial, agricultural, and environmental uses. Just as our
National Government is being challenged by special interests, water
resources will continue to be stressed by those same forces. We do not have
all of the answers. There is no "Silver Bullet," we just must work together to
solve the problems which come from water shortages. Someday we may
have unlimited water supplies, but for now we do not have that luxury. So,
currently conservation is a water resource. Using our water more wisely is
not only important, it is essential.

What is the solution to being able to provide the water where and when
it is needed by all of us in the future? It is certainly not fighting over it,
although that is exactly what we are currently forced to do. Nor is it one
agency making those decisions unilaterally as to who gets how much water.
It would seem that there needs to be a selfless effort to cooperate in reaching
the solution, each making their maximum effort to see that the needs of all are
met. Only then will the scripture, "For in the wilderness shall water break out,
and streams in the desert, and the parched ground shall have water. Isaiah
35:6, II come to pass. We are heading away from the reality we want to
achieve. We are not remembering the dry years when we are in the wet
years and have plenty of water. We are not remembering that land without
water is of no value.

Sweetwater is currently enjoying the blessing of multiple water
resources and the water supply options to develop new supplies. It all started
with the purchase of the Rancho de la Nacion by the Kimball Brothers in
1868. At the time, it would have been very difficult to imagine all the potential
water supplies that would be options in the future. The same is true now. We
think we understand it all now, but who is to say that we will not, some day,
be adding two hydrogen molecules to one oxygen molecule to produce pure
water in large quantities on demand.
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